The Catholic Community of Stratford

St. James...3oly Name of Jesus...Our Lady of Peace...Our Lady of Grace...St. Mark

November 1, 2022
Dear Friends,

For several months, we, the pastors of the five parishes of Stratford, have been meeting to discuss
discern and explore ways in which we can better serve the diverse needs of Catholics in our parishes,
our town and the wider community.

The Catholic Church has played an important role in the Catholic Community in Stratford for many
years. .Following the establishment of St. James in 1886, the Church grew with the town as four more
Parishes were established: Holy Name of Jesus (1923), Our Lady of Peace (1948), Our Lady of Grace
(1954), and St Mark (1960)/

Each of our five Parishes is rich in history, unique in traditions, yet universal in belief and practice. All
Parishes share the mission of preaching and living the Life, Death, Resurrection and Ascension of our
Lord as we attempt to respond to and meet the diverse needs of the Community we serve. Given the
numerous challenges we all face, we, your Pastors have entered into this exploratory dialogue and
discernment with trust in the Holy Spirit’s guidance and the belief that there is much to learn and celebrate
about the past as we creatively search for ways to grow and move forward in the Name of our Lord!

In consultation with Bishop Caggiano and learning from the best practices of our Diocese and local
parishes, we are restructuring and reimagining how to work together by collaborating, sharing strengths
and combining resources.

These discussions have been very fruitful! We began by looking at our liturgical schedules. We have
made some alterations and created a town-wide liturgical schedule. In addition to a variety of Saturday
Vigil Mass times, there will be a Mass nearly every half hour somewhere in town on Sunday morning,
two Sunday afternoon Masses and weekday Mass at diverse times throughout town. The flyer included
with this letter contains the schedule of Masses and prayer that will go into effect Saturday, November 5th.

These discussions have led us to re-envision our ministry to the Catholic Community of Stratford in five
locations. Working and praying together, we believe, will strengthen and breathe new life into each
individual community while simultaneously ministering in a more inclusive, expansive and financially
responsible way to all through collaboration, shared ministry and combined resources.

Together we are more viable and more accessible. Together we can grow in our faith in new and
exciting ways. Together, as the Catholic Community of Stratford, we can serve the needs of our
members and the wider community better and more efficiently.

We will continue to communicate the fruits of our discussions and discernment and soon involve the
leadership of each Parish in appropriate aspects of ministry development. For now please pray for the

Catholic Community of Stratford consisting of

Blessings and Peace,

St James the Apostle, Holy Name of Jesus,
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Our Lady of Grace St Mark the Evangelist. Bishop of Bridgeport




Prayer and Worship Opportunities throughout the Catholic Community of Stratford
St.J=St. James... HNJ=Holy Name...OLP=Our Lady of Peace...0LG=0ur Lady of Grace...St. M=St. Mark

Sunday Monday = Tuesday = Wednesday Thursday = Friday @ Satu rday
17:30- HNJ |
St.M 7:30-HNJ 7:30-HNJ 7:30-HNJ
8:00- St.J Holy Hour and 8:00-St.J
. 8:00-St.M 8:00-St.J Morning Prayer St.M
8:30- OLP
19:00- OLG . St.M 8:00-St.M )
oLG 8.00-885.1{4 8'00_38:1{4 Vigil Masses
1 10:00- HNJ 9:00-OLG ' 8:30-OLP 8:30-OLP '
St.J 4:00-HNJ
10:30- StM 8:30-OLP ' 8:30-OLP OLG
11:00- OLP 9:00-OLG .
11:30- OLG 4:30-St.J
12:00- StM . . OLP
9:00-OLG 5:000m-ENJ 9:00-OLG
4:30pm-OLP UUp
|5:00pm-st.J  |:30pm-St.J 5:30pm-St.J 5:00-StM
= OLP-7:45-8:15 9:00-3:00-St.J |OLP—before Mass OLP —before Mass | OLP —before Mass | OLP —before Mass
charistic I];erpeéual— a&ll o 9:00-3:00-St.J 9:00-5:00-St.J | OLP —before Mass
Adoration | 7 |9:30-Noon-OLG |9:00-3:00-8ty |Lst Friday’s
s ) ) 9:00-Noon-OLP
St.J 11:00-1:00-OLP |3.00-5:00-HN]J 3:00-4:00-St. M
12:15-1:30-St.J
OLP-15 minutes 1:15-2:15-OLG
OLP-15 minutes OLP-15 minutes | before each Mass | OLP-15 minutes | OLP-15 minutes
before each Mass before each Mass before each Mass | before each Mass |3:00-3:30-HNJ
. HNJ-3:30-4:30 S 3:30-4:15-OLP
Anytime By Appointment... ALL Barishes |3304:30s.M
OLP-Rosary
) OLP-Rosary 8:00
4:00 Daily- Live OLG-Rosary OLP-Rosary 8:00am 8:00am OLP-Rosary 8:00am OLG-R?)SS% $:300m
Devoti Streamed Rosar 8:30am OLG-Rosary 8:30am OLG-Rosary OLG-Rosary 8:30am | St.M-Rosary after Mass | St.M-Rosary
evotions St.J y St_M-Rosary HNJ- Rosary after Mass 8:30am HNJ- Rosary after Mass St.J-First Friday’s after AM Mass
; after Mass St.M-Rosary after Mass St.M-Ros ary St.M-Rosary after Mass ii:é)(l)};g;ﬁogzrgé (Ezgg;l
after Mass ’

Please consult Parish Bulletins and/or Websites for more specific

information and additional opportunities for Prayer and Worship.



St. Mark

i 500 Wigwam Lane
}  203.377.0444
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Name of Jesus
1950 Barnum Avenue
203.375.5815 St. ] ames

2070 Main Street
203.375.5887

@ Our Lady of Peace
651 Stratford Road
~ 203.377.4863



